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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">counselled  as little subjection to authority as was<BR>consonant with any church control at all. - With this<BR>common conviction, however, the two men differed<BR>greatly in the personal application of their principles.<BR>Cromwell's was a nature that continually wrestled<BR>with the Lord.    The phrase to our modern way of<BR>thinking may have something a little portentous about<BR>it, but to Cromwell it was a quite simple and living<BR>reality.    Communion  with   God,   almost  with  the<BR>actual corporeal presence of God, was a daily habit<BR>of his mind from the time when he walked about the<BR>Huntingdonshire fields as a farmer until the day when<BR>he died, Lord Protector of England.    The contact<BR>with God was a necessity without which the ordinary<BR>pursuits of life would have been impossible.    This<BR>passionate and devouring love, the sustenance of his<BR>soul, was mysteriously involved in wrath and terror.<BR>The idea of condemning another man to everlasting<BR>punishment on account of this or that spiritual heresy<BR>was insupportable to his free mind, but for himself<BR>the fear  of offending  God,  of losing  touch  with<BR>the divine benevolence,  was a constant and often<BR>tormenting fear.   At times it drove him almost to<BR>madness, and it impregnated all the occasions of his<BR>life with a deep melancholy.    Not that he was by<BR>any means an anti-social or untunable man.      On<BR>the contrary, he was notable for his domestic graces,<BR>his boisterous humours,  and his tender affections.<BR>His   searching   and   often   prostrating   piety   never<BR>alienated him from the business of the world.    In this<BR>aspect of his  spiritual character there is an oddly<BR>unexpected resemblance between himself and Samuel<BR>Johnson, to whom the politics of the great Protector</FONT><BR>\
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